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Tulare County Grand Jury 
5963 South Mooney Boulevard 

Visalia, CA 93277 

(559) 624-7295  Fax (559) 733.6078 

 



The Honorable Gerald F. Sevier                          The Melinda M. Reed 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court                Supervising Judge of the Grand Jury 
State of California                       State of California 
County of Tulare                                                    County of Tulare Grand Jury 
 
Dear Judge Sevier and Judge Reed: 
 
It is with pride and satisfaction that the 2008 ñ 2009 Tulare County Grand Jury presents its 
Final Report.  This report represents countless hours of hard work and dedication by those of 
us who had the privilege to serve the citizens of this county as members of the Grand Jury. 
 
We took the oath of confidentiality on July 1. 2008, as a very diverse group of nineteen 
persons, and were given the task of coming together to form a collegial body.  We came from 
many different communities within the county, had varied background, education, lifestyles, 
and then had to get to know each other, what we were there to do and do it as a team. 
 
Our experience as Grand Jurors has reinforced our belief in the grand jury system.  It is 
imperative that the public is made aware and remains confident that its local government 
representatives are effectively and efficiently serving the citizens and taxpayers. 
 
Our personal thanks go to Judge Sevier who continued advising the Grand Jury while assuming 
his new position as Presiding Judge. Midway thru the second half of our term Judge Reed was 
assigned to be the advisor to the Grand Jury and supervised the recruitment and interviewing 
process for the upcoming 2010 Jury. Thanks should also go to the Executive Secretaries of the 
Tulare County Superior Court, our own Grand Jury Clerk, County Counsel and to all the other 
department heads that were contacted and graciously took time to answer our questions and 
explain the areas of their responsibility. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Gene Mooers, Foreman 
2008-2009 Tulare County Grand Jury 

 

(559) 733-6465 • Fax (559) 733-6078

grnd_jury@co.tulare.ca.us • www.co.tulare.ca.us
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HISTORY OF GRAND JURIES

“I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers of the society but the 

people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise 

their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from 

them, but to inform (them).”

 Thomas Jefferson.

The name Grand Jury is derived from the fact that it has a greater number 

of jurors than a trial (petit) Jury. The history of Grand Juries traces back to 

the founding of common law under the English system in the 11th and 12th 

centuries. King Henry II of England impaneled the first sixteen-man Grand 
Jury in 1164 to remove criminal indictments from the hands of the church. 

By the year 1290, we find that the accusing jury was given the authority to 
inquire into the maintenance of bridges and highways, the defects of jails,

and whether the sheriff had kept in jail anyone who should have been 

brought before the Justices. The Massachusetts Bay Colony impaneled the 

first Grand Jury in the United States in 1635 to consider such crimes as 
murder, robbery and wife beating. The Constitution of the United States as 
first written in 1776 did not include a provision for Grand Juries. However 
the Fifth Amendment, ratified in 1791, added this protection: …“no person 
shall be held to answer to a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless 

on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except for cases arising 
in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia when in actual service in time of 

war or public danger.” By the end of the Colonial period the Grand Jury had 

become an indispensable adjunct of government. They proposed new laws, 

protested against abuses in government and wielded tremendous authority 

in their power to determine who should and should not face trial.

In today’s world there are two types of Grand Juries, Criminal and Civil.

• Criminal Grand Juries review evidence presented by a prosecutor and 
determine whether there is probable cause to return an indictment.

• Civil Grand Juries are the “watchdogs” of county government. They 
ensure that the county, cities within the county and special district’s are 

lawfully carrying out their duties.

In California Criminal and Civil Grand Juries are separate. California’s 

Constitution mandates a Civil Grand Jury be chosen in each county every 

year.

THE GRAND JURY IN TULARE COUNTY

A judicial body authorized by the Constitution of the State of California, the 
Tulare County Grand Jury is composed of 19 members elected by ballot 

from a pool of volunteers and nominees of the court. An attempt is made 

to impanel a Jury that represents a diversity of men and women from 

socioeconomic, ethnic, age, educational background and geographical 

areas of the county. The Jury monitors the performance of local government 

and makes recommendations that may improve services and save

taxpayers’ dollars. The court also appoints three alternate jurors who attend 
the Grand Jury training along with the 19 appointed jurors and are impaneled 

if necessary during the year to maintain a 19 member jury. The Grand Jury 

as a fact-finding body has the potential to make constructive changes 
and suggest meaningful solutions to a wide range of local governmental 

problems. This is done by reviewing and evaluating

procedures, methods, and systems utilized by the county’s various entities 

to determine if more efficient and economical programs may be employed. 
The Grand Jury is also authorized to and in some cases must:
• Inspect and audit 

books, records, and 

financial expenditures 
to ensure that public 

funds are properly 

accounted for and 

legally spent;

• Inspect financial 
records of special 

districts in Tulare 

County;

• Examine the books 
and records of any 

nonprofit organization 
receiving county or city 

funds;

• Inquire into the 
conditions of jails and 

detention centers; and

• Inquire into any 
charges of willful 

misconduct in office 
by public officials or 
employees.
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Figure 3 ‐   ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT LOTTERY EXPENDITURES BY AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE 
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cultivate, irrigate and harvest the vegetables. 
Inmate taste determines what will be grown.  

ii. Fruit culls (rejected as being inferior or worthless) 
are donated to the farm from packing houses and 
are gleaned using inmate labor.  

f. Tulare County is one of a few counties in California 
providing its own fruit, meat and vegetables for inmate 
meals, resulting in a saving of more than $250,000 a 
year.  

 
13. The Engraving Industries Shop, and the Cattle/Swine and 

Vegetables programs are open only to male inmates. 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
By providing trade programs the Tulare County Sheriff’s 
Department offers an alternative to male inmates which may 
help lower recidivism rates, saves the County more than 
$250,000 annually and keeps 55 inmates productive.   
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Provide trade programs for female inmates.  
 

RESPONSES REQUIRED 
 
Tulare County Sheriff’s Department 
Tulare County Board of Supervisors 
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2008-2009 Tulare County Grand Jury

Bob Atwood

Sylvia Baggs

Roberto Bustos

Vince Davis

Annella Derby

Jacki Fletcher

Kat Harris

Annette Jones 

Sharon Lamagno

Irene Lapin

Ronald Marangi

Lino Moran

Gene Mooers, Foreman

Charles Webber, Foreman Pro-Tem

Renee Walker, Secretary 

Louise Whittle, Clerk of the Grand Jury

Roy Reini

Mario Rodriguez

Tom Sullivan

Mark Wright 
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Tulare County Grand Jury
Government Plaza
5963 South Mooney
Visalia, California 93277
Phone: (559) 624-7295
FAX (559) 733-6078
E-MAIL: Grnd_jury@co.tulare.ca.us
WEBSITE:  www.co.tulare.ca.us


