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June 29, 2018  
Honorable John M. Gallagher  
701 Ocean St.  
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

 

Dear Judge Gallagher, 

It is my honor to present the Consolidated Final Report of the 2017-18 Santa Cruz County Civil 
Grand Jury. The seven individual reports contained herein represent the culmination of 
thousands of hours of effort and dedication by 19 members of our community. This year’s Grand 
Jurors have demonstrated commitment, curiosity, and integrity of the highest order in carrying 
out their duty to oversee the workings of our local government. It has been an honor and a 
pleasure to be a part of this hard working group of people. 

We could not have succeeded this year without the many individuals who supported and guided 
us. We are thankful to Sharon Carey-Stronck and Jason Heath of the County Counsel’s Office 
for their thorough and careful review of every one of our reports. Sharon also served as a 
trusted sounding board on a variety of issues, for which I am personally very grateful. Dave 
Brown in the CAO’s Office, Dante Searcy in General Services, and Tim Newman, Marianne 
Roberts, and Joanna Parrot in the Superior Court all provided support and assistance at various 
points in our process. Our clerk, John Rible, was invaluable in providing historical perspective 
and technical support throughout the year. And finally, I am consistently moved by your deep 
appreciation of and support for the Grand Jury and your availability and willingness to help us in 
every way you can. 

Due to the timing of publication, most of the responses to our reports will be submitted to the 
Grand Jury that succeeds us. Where responses have already been received, they are included 
in this consolidated report. We look forward to reading the rest of the responses as they are 
published in the months to come. 

This year’s investigations covered a wide and diverse range of issues. They allowed us to delve 
into the inner workings of our civic institutions, to observe the tremendous talent and 
commitment of our public employees, and to suggest ways to continue to evaluate and improve 
local governmental operations. We value the opportunity to have played this unique and 
important role in the civic life of our community. 

Sincerely, 

 
Lauren Tobin, Foreperson  
2017-18 Santa Cruz County Civil Grand Jury 
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Sine Praejudicio 

 
 Back Row: Julie Knight, Maureen Moncrieff, Tara Neier, Julia Armstrong, Anne Walsh Kelly,  

 Third Row:  Mary McMillan, Kitty Hawker, Christine Kelsey, Bob Johnson, Jeanne Viglienzoni 

 Second Row:  Jeff Maxwell, Judy Patterson, Lauren Tobin, Shirley Tessler 

 Front Row:   Rita Wadsworth, Stella Sexmith, Nelson Crandall, Greg Joseph, John Mizell 
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