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APPLICATION INFORMATION

FUNCTIONS

COMPLAINT PROCEDURE

THE 

GRAND JURY PROCESS



The Fresno County Grand Jury serves as the civil watchdog for the County of Fresno. 
Their responsibilities include investigating complaints regarding county and city governmental
agencies and issuing reports when necessary.

In the early months of each calendar year, the Fresno County Superior Court begins the 
process for selecting a new grand jury. Those with an interest in serving on the grand jury may 
contact the Juror Services Manager and ask to be considered as a prospective grand juror. In 
addition to self referrals, names of prospective grand jurors are suggested by the active and 
retired judicial officers of the Fresno County Superior Court and the current grand jury 
members.

The basic qualifications include being a citizen of the United States, being at least 18 years of 
age and a resident of Fresno County for at least one year prior to selection. Applicants should 
also be in possession of their natural faculties and have ordinary intelligence, sound judgment 
and good character. They should be able to speak and write English and have some 
computer literacy.

Questionnaires are mailed to all prospective grand jurors after the nominations are received. 
All prospective grand jurors are required to have a background check. All prospective grand 
jurors must be officially nominated by a sitting Superior Court Judge and may be asked 
to come in for an interview. The Judges then consider all prospective grand juror nominees. 
They nominate 30 prospective jurors, who are invited to an impanelment ceremony in 
mid-June. Names are drawn at random to serve on the nineteen member grand jury. 
Generally, there are two to four members from the outgoing grand jury who holdover to insure
a smooth transition.

Prospective grand jurors should be aware of the responsibilities and time commitment 
involved. Jurors typically spend a minimum of 40 hours per month on meetings, interviewing, 
conducting investigations and writing reports. The service period from  July 1 to June 30 of the
following year.

For additional information or to nominate yourself or someone else, contact: 
The Juror Services Manager at the Fresno County Courthouse

1100 Van Ness Avenue, Room 102
Fresno, CA 93724-0002 

Or call:
559-457-1605
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HISTORY: In 1635, the Massachusetts Bay Colony impaneled the first grand jury to consider 
cases of murder, robbery and wife beating. By the end of the colonial period the  grand jury
had become an indispensable adjunct to the government. 

The U.S. Constitution’s Fifth Amendment and the California Constitution call for the 
establishment of grand juries. The California Constitution provided for prosecution by 
indictment or preliminary hearing.

In 1880, statues were passed which added duties of the grand jury to investigate county 
government beyond misconduct of public officials  Only California and Nevada mandate that 
civil grand juries be impaneled annually to function  specifically as a “watchdog” over county 
government. California mandates formation of grand juries in every county able to
examine all aspects of local  government adding another level of protection for citizens.
Functions: The civil grand jury is a part of the judicial branch of government, an arm of the 
court. As an arm of the Superior Court, the Fresno County Grand Jury is impaneled every 
year to conduct civil investigations of county and city  government and to hear evidence
to decide whether to return an indictment.

THE CIVIL GRAND JURY IN ITS’ ROLE AS CIVIL “WATCHDOG” FOR THE COUNTY OF FRESNO HAS
TWO DISTINCT FUNCTIONS:

• Investigations of allegations of misconduct against public officials and determine 
whether to present formal accusations requesting their removal from office under 
three feasances: nonfeasance, misfeasance and malfeasance.

• Civil Investigations and Reporting, the watchdog function, is the PRIMARY duty 
of a regular Civil Grand Jury. In addition to mandated state functions, the jury 
may select additional areas to study publishing its’ findings and recommendations 
in a report at the end of the year.

Both the criminal and civil grand juries have the powers to subpoena. The criminal grand jury 
conducts hearings to determine whether there is sufficient evidence to bring indicment 
charging a person with a public offense. However, the district attorney usually calls for 
empanelment of a separate jury drawn from the petit (regular trial) jury pool to bring criminal 
charges. However, in Fresno County a Superior Court Judge is the determiner OF FACTS 
RELATIVE TO HOLDING AN INDIVIDUAL TO ANSWER CRIMINAL CHARGES.

CIVIL WATCHDOG FUNCTIONS: Considerable time and energy is put into this primary function of 
the civil grand jury acting as a the public’s “watchdog” by investigating and reporting upon 
the operation, management, and fiscal affairs of local government (eg Penal Code § 919, 925 
et seq.) The civil grand jury may examine all aspects of county and city government and 
agencies/districts to ensure that the best interests of the citizens  of Fresno County are being 
served. The civil grand jury may review and evaluate procedures, methods and systems used 
by county and city government to determine whether more efficient and economical   
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programs may be used. The civil grand jury is also mandated to inspect any state prisons 
located within the county including the conditions of jails and detention facilities.

CITIZEN COMPLAINTS: The civil grand jury receives many letters from citizens and prisoners 
alleging mistreatment by officials, suspicions of misconduct or government ineffciences. 
Complaints are acknowledged and investigated for their validity. These complaints are
kept confidential.

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS: A criminal jury is separate from a civil grand jury and is called for 
empanelment by the district attorney. A hearing is held to determine whether the evidence 
presented by the district attorney is sufficient to warrant an individual having to stand trial. 

NOTE: This is not the procedure in Fresno County, a Superior Court Judge calls for a criminal
jury if a matter continues on in the courts to trial.

The grand jury system as part of our judicial system is an excellent example of our 
democracy. The grand jury is independent body. Judges of the Superior Court, the district 
attorney, the county counsel, and the state attorney general may act as advisors but 
cannot attend jury deliberations nor control the actions of the civil grand jury
(Penal Code § Code 934, 939).
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FRESNO COUNTY CIVIL GRAND JURY
COMPLAINT FORM

All Complaints Received by the Grand Jury are Confidential

�e information contained in this complaint is true, accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.
Anonymous complaints will not be investigated.

EMAIL FORM TO:  info@fresnocograndjury.com
OR
MAIL FORM TO:  Fresno County Civil Grand Jury • P.O. Box 2072 • Fresno, CA 93718

Complaints will not be processed without a brief summary, contact information and a signature

Your Name:

BRIEF SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT: Please include dates of events, names of officials involved, names of
people who know about this, public agencies involved and any other pertinent information to help
the Grand Jury assess the complaint. You may attach additional information as necessary. 

Mailing Address:

City, State & Zip:

Preferred Phone Contact Number:

Email Address:

The Grand Jury is grateful for your participation. You will receive acknowledgment of your complaint
after it has been reviewed by the Grand Jury. Because of statutory and confidentiality restrictions, the
Grand Jury retains all complaints and attachments hereto in accordance with its policies and procedures.
The Grand Jury does not discuss the status of complaints no offer advice on how to pursue a complaint
by an other investigatory body. 

Signature: Date:


